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OBSEEVATION-S 


THE EMieEATION STATISTICS OE lEELAHI) 

FOE THE YEAE 1891. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY LAWEENCE. EAEL OF ZETLAND, 

kc., &c., Sic., 

LORD LIEDTENANT-GENERAI, AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OP riELAND. 


Mat it please tour Excellency, 

I beg to forward detailed Tables sbowing by ages and occupations the number of 
Emigrants from Ireland during the year 1891, with the ports at which they embarked, 
and their intended destinations. 

The number oi Emigrants who left Irish ports in 1891 was 59,868, a decrease of 1,567 
as compared with 1890 ; the number of males being 30,209, or 1,240 leas than in the 
previous year, and of females, 29,659, a decrease of 327. 

Of the 59,868 Emigrants in 1891, 59,623 were natives of Ireland, and 245 were 
persons belonging to other countries. 

The following Table (I.) gives the number of Emigi-ants from each province 
in 1890 and 1891, by sexes, with the decrease in the Tatter year. Of the 59,623 
persons — natives of Ireland — who left in 1891, 9,276, or 8’8 per 1,000 of the popu- 
lation of the Province in 1891, were from Leinster; 24,678, or 2l'l per 1,000, from 
Munster; 13,264, or 8’2 per 1,000, from Ulster; and 12,405, or 17'1 per 1,000, from 
Connaught — the total number being equal to 1*27 per 1,000 of the population of Ireland 
in 1891. 

Comparing 1891 with 1890, Leinster exhibits a decrease of 1,189, Munster an 
increase of 1,124, Ulster a decrease of 1,013, and Connaught a decrease of 662 emigi-ants. 

Table I. — Showing the number of Emigrants from each Province during 1890 and 1891. 



Males. 

Females. 

Total. 


1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

oi rLeiuster, 
o 1 Muoster, 

5,776 

13,183 

6,071 

12,599 

4,640 

11,372 

4,205 

12,079 

10,415 

23,554 

9,276 

34,678 

§ j TTlater, 

A {.Oonnaaglit, 

7,322 

6,082 

6,708 

6,668 

6,965 

6,985 

6,556 

6,737 

14.277 

13,067 

1 3,264 
12,405 

Total — Natives of Ireland, 

31,361 

30,046 

29,952 

29,577 

61,313 

59,633 

Persons bekTiffinp to other 
CounirUs, . 

88 

163 

34 

82 

132 

245 

General Total 

31,449 

30,309 

29,986 

29,659 

61,435 

69,868 

Decrease in 1891, . 

1,240 

327 

1,667 


A 2 


Emigradoti 
from Tr«h 
Pons. 
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4 EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1891. 

The total number of Emigrants — of /reZani— who left Irish ports from tho 
1st of May, 1851 (the date at which the collection of these returns commenced), to the 
31st of December, 1891, is 3,467,516,-1,831,820 males and 1,635,696 females. The 
number for each year is given in the following Table (II), from which it appears that 
emigration from Ireland steadily increased from 37,587 persons in 1 8 7 6 — the year in T^^ch 
the smallest number was registered — to 38,503 in 1877, 41,124 in 1878, and 47,065 iq 
1879. The number rose to 95,517 in 1880, but it fell to 78,417 in 1881. In 1882 
however, an increase of 10,719 took place, comparing that year with the previous 
one, and there was a further increase of 19,588 in 1883 ; then a decrease of 32,861 
took place in 1884 compared with 1883, and a decrease of 13,829 in 1885 comped 
with 1884, followed by an increase of 1,101 in 1886 compared with the previous year, and 
an increase of 19,788 in 1887 compared witli 1886, but there was a decrease of 4,239 
in 1888 compared with 1887, a decrease of 8,207 in 1889 compared with 1888 
a decrease of 9,164 in 1890 compared with 1889, and a decrease of 1,690 in 1891 
compared with the previous year. In the decade from 1866 to 1875 the average 
annual number of Emigrants was 74,667 ; in the preceding decade, from 1856 to 
1865, the average number per annum amounted to 88,272, while in the four preceding 
years, from 1852 to 1855, the number averaged 148,985 annually. The numbers 
fluctuated between 190,322 in 1862 and 37,587 in 1876. 


Table II. — Showing the Number of Emigrants — Natives of Ibeland — ^in each year 
from the 1st of May, 1851,* to the 31st of December, 1891. 



No, of 

Rmigranis. 

Teini. 

No. oJ 

Emlgmts. 

Y«t., 

No. of 
EmlicraiiUi. 

Team. 

Emijrranu. 


152,060 

1862, . 

70,117 

1873, . 

90,149 

1884, . 

75,863 

1852, . 

190,322 

1863, . 

117,229 

1874, . 

73,184 

1885, . 

62,034 

1853, . 

173,148 

18Q4, . 

114,109 

1875, . 

51,462 

1886, . 

63,135 

1864, . 

140,555 

1856, . 

101,497 

1876, . 

37,587 

1887, . 

82,938 

1855, . 

91,014 

1856, . 

99,467 

1877, . 

38,503 

1888, . 

78,684 

1856, . 

90,781 

1837, . 

80,824 

1878, . 

41,124 

1889, . 


1857, . 

95.081 

1858, . 

61,018 

1879, . 

47,06.5 

1891), 


1858, . 

64,337 

1869, . 

66,668 

1880, . 

95,517 

1891, . 

59,633 

1859, . 

80,599 

1870, . 

74,855 

1881, . 

78,417 



1860, . 

84,621 

18T1, . 

71,240 

1882, . 

H9,136 


3,467,516 

1861, . 

64,292 

1872, . 

78,102 

1883, . 

108,724 




• Tli« date !U wlilob the coUiiOtion ot these IleturiiB aomnumccd. 


The succeeding Table (III.) is in continuation of one published annually for some 
years past, and gives the number and sex of the Emigrants from each county and 
province from the 1st of May, 1851, to' the 31st of December, 1801. For purposes of 
comparison of the several counties and provinces the per-centage of emigi-ants to the 
populationi' is also shown. 

From this Table it appears that during the above period 3,504,260 perfsons emigrated 
from Irish ports. Ofthe.se, 3,467,516 were natives of Ireland, and 36,744 were persons 
belonging to other countries. ^ The former nuuibor (3,467,516,) represents a propordon 
of 62'7 per cent, of the population ;f Munster having contributed 1 ,1 93,557 persons, being 
equal to 82T per cent of the population of the province ; Ulster, 1,010,457, or 55'4per 
cent; Connaught, 510,726, or 59‘2 per cent; and Leinster, 642,109, enuivalentto 46'2 
per cent, of its populatiomf In 110,668 instances tlie county from which the persona 
came was not specified in the returns; since 1876, however, tlas mformation has been, 
given in every instance, with the exception of 53 cases in 1880. 

t Calculated on an average of tbe Census Numbers for 1S51, 1861, 1871, 1881, and 1891. 


|_Tabl& 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 18 S 1 . 


Table III. — Showing, by Sexes, the Number of Emigrants from each Province and 
County, from the 1st of May, 1851, to the 3lst of December, 1891, with the Ratio 
to the average Population.* 


Pnov:.fCES and Counties. 

Estimated 

Emigiun-ta rcom lit May, 1831, to 31at Deoamber, UIDl. 

Popukiion.* 

UaUs. 

FaisaUi. 

Torn]. 

BmifniMs tn 
ftx’ery of tha 

Pkotjhob of Ibisstbr. 
Carlow Conntj, . , 

53,892 

15,371 

14, 631 




414,891 

67,031 

45,711 



Kildare . 

83,369 

18,758 

15,348 



Kiltienny » • 

116,619 

36,001 

33,617 




83,400 

28,342 

26,653 



Longford „ . 

LoutL, and Drugbcda, County of Town, 
Meath County, .... 

66,463 

26,600 



78-1 
46 '8 

86,258 

102,164 

83,981 

19,618 

32,067 

20,756 

29,248 

40,373 

Queen’s » • 

26,631 

26,348 



Westmeath „ . 

83.623 

25,316 

22,306 



Wexford „ . 

1 38,468 

36,163 

82,690 



Wictlow ,5 . 

79,295 

16,436 

12,305 

27,741 

350 

Total, .... 

1.390,823 

337,232 

304,877 

642,109 

46-2 

Peotihob op Mchbtee. 

Clare County, .... 

158,444 

66,810 

68,114 



Cork „ , . . . 

529,531 

228,212 

205,539 



Kerry „ . 

203,393 

90,452 

86,999 

177,451 


Limerick „ . . . 

202,19? 

84,397 

81,534 

166,931 


Tipperary 

234,392 

98,537 

91,517 



Waterford „ . . . , 

126,593 

49,754 

41,692 

91,446 

72-2 

Total, .... 

1,434.-550 

618,162 

575,395 

1,193,557 

82'1 

PaoviNos OP Ulster. 






Antrim County, .... 

395,1 63 

139,102 

99,881 

238,983 


Armagh „ . 

174,379 

49,574 

38,788 

88,362 


Cavan »> . . . . 

142,011 

61,972 

49,416 

101,388 


Donegal ,» • - . . 

220,442 

60,562 

60,707 

111,329 


Down 51 • 

294,044 

79,397 

52,403 

131,860 


Fermanagh „ . 

94,784 

9.5,687 

24.098 



Londonderry . . . 

173,408 

64,467 

41,379 

95,846 


Monaghau „ . 

114,431 

215,797 

36,286 

S3.07I 

60,357 


Tyrone » . • 

66,554 

67,163 

123,717 

57 '3 

Total, .... 

1,824,469 

663,501 

446,956 

1,010,457 

35-4 

PnOnifOE OF COKHAUOHT. 






Qalway County, .... 

259.978 

82,662 

85,112 

167,774 


Leitrim j, • • • 

96,191 

83,027 

32,743 

65,770 


Mayo „ . 

Roscommon „ . • . 

247,638 

61,188 

65,840 

127.028 


143,839 

44,206 

43,793 

87,999 


Sligo » . 

115,765 

30,076 

82,078 

62,154 

53-7 

Total. .... 

663,411 

251,169 

259,566 

510,725 

59 '2 

County mtptc^ed, • 


61,766 

48,902 

110,668 


Total — Natifbb of Ibblabl, 


1,831,820 

1,686,696 

3,457,516 

62'7 

1‘ersont belonging to other Countries viho 
embarked at IrisJt Forts from 1858 to 






1891, inclu^, . . 

— 

25,155 

11,589 

36,744 


Genbbal Total, . • 

5,533,243 

1,866,976 

1,647,286 

3,604,260 

- 


* BMCd ou the CeD«)u Returaa ol liil, IMI, 1871, 1881, and 1681, 
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6 EMIGBATION STATISTICS OF IBELAND, 1891. 

The a»es of the Emigrants are given hy Provinces in Table IV., from which it appears 
that 8->-5 per cent, of the persons who left Ireland m 1891 were between the ages of 
fifteen and thirty-five years, the percentage over that age being S'O, and of children 
under fifteen years 9'4 : in 2 cases, the ages were unspecified. The corresponding per- 
centages in 1890 forthe three age-periods given above were Sl'0, 8'7 and 10'2 respectively. 
The proportion of the Emigrants in 1889 who were from fifteen to thirty-five years of 
ave was 79-7 per cent. i in 1888 it was SO’l ; in 1887 it was 79'8 ; m 188S, 78'1 ; in 
1885, rS'2 ; in 1884, 70'5 ;in 1883, 67'9 ; in 1882, 74'8 ; m 1881, 76'0, and in 1880,757. 

Table IV.— Showing the Ndmbeb and Ages of Emigrants from each Province and from 
nil'l-olood dni-inv 1 R 91 . also the nroDortion per cent, at each age-period. 


Ages of 
iSniigrautP. 


Coajug&l 

condixion. 


Destina- 
tions of 
Emigrants. 


AO£S. 

LSIMStCH. 1 

MOKHEO. 1 

UuTEn. 

COKMAOUUt. 

Pemoiu 

Total. | 

Xumber 

of 

dan par 
eneb 

Number 

of 

Persons. 

tion^r 
ftich tge- 

Number 

or 

Persons. 

Propor- 
tion p«r 
cent, at 
each ^e- 

Numlier 

of 

Persons. 

Propor- 
tiim per 

poriud. 

xi 

OouuU'ios 

No. of 
PenoDS. 

Number 

or 

Persons. 

Propor- 
tion per 
ccnt.nt 
each tge- 

Unilet 1 year, . 


57 

0-6 

146 

0-3 

134 

10 

63 

0-4 

1 

8iJ3 

0-7 

1 an(i under 

5, 

32S 

8-6 

6T>8 

3-7 

UOO 

4-8 

264 

1-0 

to 

1,830 

31 

S n 

16, 

CIS 

6-6 

1,206 

4-9 

1,009 

8-1 

6U 

4-1 

23 

3,421 

5-7 

15 

25, 

5,804 

57-2 

10,838 

06-2 

8,074 

CO-9 

8,860 

71-5 

73 

38,658 

C4-6 

25 

85, 

2,163 

23-2 

4,485 

18-2 

2,100 

16-8 

1,051 

15-7 

71 

10,703 

18-0 

S3 „ 

46, 

508 

64 

1,084 

4-4 

881 

4-7 

453 

3-7 

45 

2,721 

H 


65, 

236 

2-5 

518 

2-1 

496 

3'7 

238 

l-'J 

16 

1,503 

3-6 

55 

60, 

60 

0-6 

119 

0-4 

06 

0-5 

45 

0-4 

8 

27C 

3-4 

GO nnl apwords, 


37 

0-4 

124 

0-3 

80 

0-7 

46 

0-4 

4 

200 

0« 

I Ace not epeci&ed, 





I 


1 



2 


j Toial, . 


0.2*0 

too- 

24,078 

IDO- 

18,204 

100- 

12, 4' C, 

100- 

34'. 

50,868 

100. 


On pages Sand 9 will be found a Table showing the ages of persons -who emigrated from 
each county, and of persons belonging to other comitrius who uuibarkod at Irish ports, 
distinguishing the sex.es and conjugal condition. The only quinqucimial ago-period in 
which the females gi eatly outnumbered the males is that bot^voon firtooii tviul twenty, in 
which the number of females was 8,708, and of males 4,907. TUo quiii([Uonnial period 
20-25 years furnished the larg^t number of both male and fbiualo emigrants — 13,274 
males and 11,764 females, or 41‘8 per cent, of the entire numbor of omigi-ants. 

Of the 30,209 males who emigrated, 2,987, or 9'9 per cent., were returned as married 
men or widowers, and of the 29,659 females enumerated, 4,270, or 14'4 pur cent., were 
described as married or widowed. Of the 13,615 males and fonialus between the ages of 
15 and 20, 5 only were married. 

Of the 59,623 natives of Ireland who emigrated in 1891, 55,481, or 93T per cent., 
went to the Colonies or to Foreign Countries; and 4,142, or 6 ’9 per cent., to Great 
Britain. The United States of America absorbed 52,273, or 87'7 per cent, of the 
number of native emigrants in 1891, compared with an average of 62,276, or 84'9 per 
cent., for the four preceding years. The number of emigrants to New Zealand, which 
had fallen from 822 in 1887 to 87 in 1888, rose to 90 in 1889, and to 126 in 1890, and 
also showed a small increase in 1891, when 145 peraons left for that Colony. Emigra- 
tion to Canada shows a decrease in 1891 compared with 1890, the numbers being 1,078 
in 1891, and 1,517 in 1890. The emigrants to Australia numbered only 1,821 in 1891, 
against 2,338 in 1890, 3,038 in 1889, 3,110 in 1888, 3,896 in 1887, and 4,212 in 1886. 
Of the 164 persons who went to “Other Countries ” last year, 5 went to France, 3 to 
other parte of Europe, 27 to Buenos Ayres, 88 to Brazil, 1 to the River Pl.ate, 33 to 
South Africa, 1 to West Africa, S to Egypt, I to the West Indies, 1 to Mexico, and 1 
to the Falkland Islands. 

Of the 52,273 emigrants to the United States in 1891, Munster contributed 21,339. 
Connacht 11,776, Ulster 10,884, and Leinster 8,274. Munster contributed also 932 of 
Australia. Ulster furnished the largest contingent to Canada— 
h/6 out of a total of 1,078 ; Munster contributed 55 out of the 145 fur New Zealand, 
Dlster furnishing 39. 

As before stated, 4,142 persons left Ireland in 1891 with the intention of settling 
permanency in Great Britain ; of these, 2,528 left for England or Wales, and 1,614 for 
tocofclaud, the averages for the four preceding years being 3,524 and 1,293, respectively. 
More than 80 per cent, of the number who went to England and Wales were 

Scotland, no lets than 1,250 were from, 
the Piovinoe oi Ulster, 4S0 of these being natives of the County of Antrim. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1891. 
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It may be well to add tbat the enumerators are instructed to make a return for each 
passenger ship which may sail from any port -within their district, and that by emigrant” 
is to he undei-stood a person who leaves Ireland with the intention of settling elsewhere. 


Tabt.e V. — Showing the Destinations of the Emigrants — Natives of Ireland — who left 
during the years 1887, 1888, 1889, 1890, and 1891; the estimated Population in the 
middle of each of the years 1887-1891 ; the Ratio of Emigrants to the Population ; 
and the Proportion per cent, of the total number of Emigrants -who left for each 
Destination. 




To thee 

loll ini ODil 

^orotgo Co 

utrira. 


To areal Britain. 

Total, 

SsLimatel 
in the middle of 
each year. 

Ratio of 
£mlgrante 

the Popa* 

yeiis. 

StetM). 

anslnlio. 

Nr*» 

ZoeEud. 

CanaJp. 

^Olhor 

Total. 


Scotland. 

Tout. 

1887 

69,789 

3,896 

322 

3,769 

8S 

77,861 

3.995 

1,137 

5,063 

82,923 

4,856,694 

17-1 

1838 

06,906 

3,110 

87 

2,686 

199 

72,988 

4,262 

I.4U 

5,696 

73,684 

4,800.014 

16-4 

1889 

£9,733 

3,038 

90 

1,743 

1,845 

66,438 

2,693 

1,14C 

4,033 

70,477 

4,750,145 

14-8 

1890 

62,685 

2,338 

126 

1,517 

175 

56,841 

2,698 

1,474 

4,472 

61,318 

4,716,996 

130 

1891 

62,273 

1,821 

145 

1,078 

164 

55,481 

3,5-18 

1,614 

4,142 

59,623 

4.081,173 

12-7 






PsOPOBXrON 

PKR CbST. 





1887 

84-2 

4-7 

0-4 

4-5 

•1 

93-9 

« 

1-4 

e-1 

100- 

- 

- 

1888 

85 -0 

4 0 

0-1 

3-4 

•3 

92-8 

5*4 

1-8 

7-2 

100- 

- 

- 

1889 

84-8 

1-3 

0-1 

2-5 

2-6 

94-3 

4-1 

1-6 

5-7 

100' 

- 

- 

1890 

85-9 

3-8 

0-2 

2-0 

0-3 

92-7 

4-9 

2-4 

7-3 

100- 

- 

- 

1891 

87-7 

3 0 

0-3 

1-B 

0-3 

9S-0 

4-3 

2-7 

7-0 

too- 

- 

- 


A Table showing the destinations of the emigi-ants in 1891, the population in 1891, 
and the ratio of emigrants to every 1,000 of the population for each county and 
pro-vince, is given at page 12. 

A Table sho-wing the occupations and ages of the emigrants of each sex in 1891 will be 
found on pages 10-1 1. From this it will be seen lihat of the 30,209 males who emigrated 
in that year, 22,174, or 73'4 per cent., were returned as "labourers.” In 1890 the 
proportion of labourers to the entire number of male emigrants was 73’0, and in 1889, 
72-0 per cent. Of the remaining occupations of males the most numerous were — 


— 

..... 

188». 

less. 


1.046 

1,248 

1,406 


843 

665 

808 

Sliupkeepei'S and Anaistauts, .... 

437 

623 

455 

Cfu-nonters and Joiners, .... 

31.6 


461 

Boot and Shoe Makers 

264 




203 




179 



Blacksmiths, 

158 

169 



134 



Painters, Plninbers, &o., .... 

120 



Masons and Favlors, 

88 

141 



The instances amongst males, in which no occupation was specified numbered 2,961, 
-which included 2,05 1 children under ten years of age. 

Of the 29,659 females who emigrated in 1891, 21,052 were returned as “servants,^ 
1,106 as "housekeepers,” 708 as "dressmakers and miihners,” and 329 as "seamstresses. 
The “ unspecified,” including " wives and children,” numbered 6,040. 

I " In conclusion, I beg to state that it affords me much gratification to inform your Excel- 
lency that those members of the Royal Irish Constabulary and the Dubhn Metropoh^ 
Police who were selected as Enumerators of the Emigration Statistics, discharged this 


duty with their usual efficiency. 

I have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant. 

General Register Omcs, THOMAb W. GRIMSHAW , 

Gharlemont Ho use, Dnhlin, Registrar- General. 

2ith March, 1892. 


Destina- 
tion cf 
Emigrants^ 


Occupations 

of 

Eroigranta. 


Oonolvudoa^ 
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L — Table showing, bj Sexes, the Number and ^ges of Persons "who Emigrated from Ireland during ibe Tear 
1891, distinguishing lie Conjugal Condition of Adults. 
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Female Emigrants who left Ireland daring the year 1891. 
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III. — Table shounng the L’estinations of the Emigrants — Natives of Ireland— from each County and 
Province during the year 1891, and the number of Emigrants to eveiy 1 ,000 of the Popuktiou. 
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Dublin Cas'ILk, 


\Uh April, 1892., 


Sir, 

T have to acknowled|?e the Receipt of your Letter of the 14th 
instant, forwarding for submission, to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenaub, 
the Emigi-ation Statistics of Ireland for the Year 189], 


I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

W. S. B. KAYE. 

The Registrar-General, 

Charlemont House, 

Dublin. 
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